-

..T. ! T -
B P, it b, | [ )
PR e b
. :




With the mill across the road {just vizble to the right in the photo],
this barn forms one of the most complete working complexes sill standing
and in good repair in Plainfield. The mill (dve Wilcutt Mill) was in use until
well into the twentieth century, which may parthy explain its condition. In
technical terms, this is 2 high deve or side hill Enghish barn, "English”
dencting that it is bualt with the main entrance in the exves’ end. The very
similar locking house-barn complex Priscilla (Dryer) Allen drew in 1939 ()
fared less well Its foundations can be seen just across and down the road at
the Plainfield Histoneal Socety’s Mill site on River Road. Both barns have a
ventlation cupola - though 1t 15 hard to say whether these were added as
decoration or served to venhlate the barn for the health of hte catttle housed
in them. A pood guide to the architecture of Hilltown barns is Bonmie
Parsons® Barns m the Fiighlond Cowomunmitias. It can be downloaded from the Web
site of the Hightand Communites Inifatve of the Trustees of Reservations -

S S RS L S
HlH‘tFrHJ ;ry,%ﬁ
; Uikl oan

Drawing by Prizcilla C. Alen Used by permission
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"~ The massive joinery of this English-style side
drive barn — we bere see only the underdide — shows
" dgns of earlier use. There are mortizes (pockets) for
e -.7_" timbers that have disappeared. Pieces have been scabbed
. onto vanous face of the joints, probably to provide a2

_ e more even nailing surface for 2 board or divider The
R il . wood is whitewashed, which suggests that it was used for
5 _"_a cattle or horses at some point, simce the two venerable
this hooury. One wintes, this barn housed three sheep and
| a ram around the corner out on an adventure, and
¢ hemmed in by eardy smow. Try as he might with hay and
* encouraging words, the owner could persuade neither

.;,f:," sheep nor ram to follow him home. The sheep would
- &.’ /ﬂ hesitatingly follow the latter-day piper but, realizing the
4 ramwam't buying into the icy trek, quickly ran back into
i ';:-,".'__‘,': . 4.-,. the safety of their whitewashed hidey-hole. Eventually,

e the sheep were pushed and pulled onto a truck, but the
,.-"_! ram stayed, with penodic provisioning, until well into
' mud season. He then left of his own accord, herded part
of the way by a passerby on horse with dog. Ornery untl
the end, he threatened the dog and took a beeline across

the pewerdine right of way back to his own barn.
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New Enpgland barns are red. Every child knows this. The history of the red barn is full of myth and
speculation about medieval ongins and hological pamnts of farm ongin. However, barns were not
panted in this area untl the second half of the mneteenth cennury, though houses were paimted earhier A

researcher at Historic Deerfield says that ™ one finds iron coade red washes on the backs of early
nineteenth-century pamted houses as a less expensive way to protect less pubbic sides™ and thas 15 hikely .
what was put on barns. The “wash™ consisted of Inseed oil, iron cxide, and red lead as a drier, {4y
whereby the iron posably acted as an ant-fungal and anttbacterial agent. No ox blood or milk paint,
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| year After it was plowed I got /-

| to pick them again. Igotso
i sick of stones I swore when I
got big encugh to refuse I
would never touch a stone
that was too big to shootin a
sling shot. I have been
bnldmyg stone walls for over
fifty years snce. That s }
malang a har out of yourself
the hard way

—HmVird.H:.'l‘hawi};
o Af emoirs -t-f
i Howard N.

e Hatheaway
_'-'Ph:inft‘r!d',

Round or irregular stones don't like to stay
on top of each other @
Cravity —
it's the Law:

perfect for stable house and barn foundations. It
is one major reason so many old structures are
stll standing.
Miakes nice
walls, oo,
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il A great barn is a magnificent canvas. The very utlity of the
building’s construction turns it into a playground, whether used for serious work
or not. All that expanse of wood simply aches for a agn, a pece &

¢ of ron, anything a2 nail can hang: Around Flamfield, the carefil
observer will find collections of old road agns, “found™ won
hinges and handles, even the doors and windows chemsehves, all
used to greater effect against a backdrop of rough and
weathered boards. Planangs frame doorways much as doorways
frame handrade doors, great and small. A barn allows us the
kind of freedom the neady painted house never will. Anyone
can do it: boards don't have to fit as nicely, who cares about a
nail hole here or there. After all, no one would consider keeping
a pair of South American llamas in the house, but they do add a
touch of elegance to the barn.
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'Buns are work horses. Emn}'ﬂuﬁlkmmbmhahmprmdbfm:ndﬂmﬁ
Poverty prevents people from taling down big old barns that rot, leak, and otherwise create a lot of
work, and replace them with new, functional buildings that need less maintenance But it alse causes us |
to lose those same barns at an mcredible rate. Everywhere you lock, much-repaired buildings are ;
sagging into the ground. A sad but picturesque process that by definition can't be preserved.
Fortunately necessity also is the mother of thrift and imvention. Why throw away a perfecdy good piece
of metal when you nught use it later? Why get a slat from a mill when the woods are full of them? Thas
barn is part of a protected property, and one hopes the caretakers will find a way to preserve it "as 1.”




.| Plainfield’s landscape is
1ts hastory, 165 treasure,
its ace in the hole.
Barns play a key role in
that landscape. We live

in a place thatis a

place in and of itself,

grown out of its own
very particular history
and with its own very
particular character

Because we rreasure
living in a real place,
we snuek around all
over town (o make thas
calendar of barns. And
we are grateful to
everyone who let us do
it, whether they knew it
or not.




Big house-iittle house-backhouse -BARN.
Between 1500 and 1900, many New England farmers built a linear

connected house and barn systemn hke the Plainfield back houses and
barns on this page. Prscilla Allen’s drawing, probably from the sady
1950, shows ﬂ]arﬂmhrmtwﬁpmﬂmtmwm&mﬂl

century New England houses and barns
were bult separate from each other,

curtailing fire danger and giving both

access to road and southern exposure.
Plainfield was setded (late 1700s) just as
farming was becoming less and les Il
feasible in New England, with its hilly 2
terrain, rocky soils, and inadequate ;
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" industry to survive — and over dme created the
eontinuocus architecturs of big house (newer house),
lzu'le house (first howuse), back house (shop), and

beld, with less and less success, for about
-:.-; lﬂmm“'iﬂ:hermmrﬂn‘iﬂlﬂver'whm&
e first extant drawing of the houses in Plainfield
L Village” dates to 1945 — Priseilla Allen caughe
ey L}_(},j'a o it as it disappeared.
. See Thomas C. Hubla, B Lirtle Beck
mm 'q Eﬂmtﬂ%dﬁ?@r

l\-.‘

e arﬂr’ :




- - |
- - —_— &, i
— 3 ' o=
e b
— = s —
T T A s 1 -+ A &
= = |'-I
i -
e —

Tom hdu:d['ﬁhuwu an old type carpenter [wha] came . |

mey father one winter repairing a barn that the ground timbers had rotted

out. They cut the logs and my father dragged them to the barn with a horse |§ '

where he and Tom's father hewed them. My father scored them which
means striking in with an axe every b or 8 inches on the side to be hewed. A
chalk Jine has been made to hew to. Tom's father would follow with a broad
axe and hew the chips off, following the chalk line. They put new Gmbers
under the whole barn. Tt was all done in the winter tirne — Howard Hathaway
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Barns are cur dearest possessions and
greatest headaches. The barns on this page form no
excepton, and we chose them because of their grace as
they slowly keel over or nink to their knees. Not only was
the barn the farmer’s single largest imvestment and asset, it
was then and is now a maintenance headache. If only
because of its size, thess wood structures face enormous
challenges in our climate. Few have the resources to fix
and replace massive tmbers. But barns m our ame face an
extra challenge, which becomes visible when you look at
old photographs. Barns that used to sit neighborly and
hospitably at the nide of the road now seem to sink into
the landscape. The automobile is our hfeline, but much
more demanding than horse and wagon in road bulding
and maintenance. No longer can each neighborhood keep
its roads open in the winter by rolling a heavy weight and
compacting the snow. We have raised our roads to shed
water and snow, and we salt them so we don't shide off.
‘Water and salt tackle alls and foundations in an ever-
acceleranng cycle. Advice to barn owners: f you ean’t do
anything else, &y to keep the water out of, off, and away
the author owns a dilapidated barn that takes a back seat
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dedicated to Priseilla €. Allen
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